General Board Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, July 30, 2008

The Boyle Heights Neighborhood Council (BHNC) convened a General Board Meeting at the Lucille Roybal Beserra Youth & Family Center located at 2130 East First Street, Los Angeles, CA at the above mentioned date. President Juan Romero presided and called the meeting to order at 6:29 p.m.

I. Welcome & Introductions of Executive Board Members

b. Pledge of Allegiance led by President Juan Romero

Present
 Executive Board
Juan Romero, President

Vice-President – Sal Martinez

Secretary – Margarita Amador

Treasurer – Amanda Del-Pozo 

Public Relations Officer – Diana Del-Pozo-Mara

City Oversight Officer – Eperanza Martinez

Special Events Officer – Fanny Oliveira

Present: 
Quadrant 1 

 Sylvia Delgado – Resident Representative



 Edward Padilla – Resident Representative



 Guillermo Uribe – At-Large Stakeholder



 Juan Carlos Montenegro – At-Large Stakeholder



 Lester Garcia – At-Large Stakeholder

Present:
 Quadrant 2



 Vera Del-Pozo – Resident Representative



 Jose Aguilar – Resident Representative



 Robie Aguila – At-Large Stakeholder



 Ricardo Hernandez – At-Large Stakeholder

Absent:
 Antonio Garcia – Resident Representative



 Eve Del Real – At-Large Representative



 Melissa Rios – At-Large Representative

Present:
 Quadrant 3


 Terry Cano – Resident Representative

Present: 
 Quadrant 4



 Ricardo Renteria – Resident Representative



 Dominque Mendez – Resident Representative



 Manny Aldana – At-Large Stakeholder



 Raquel Armenta- At-Large Stakeholder



 Armando Gonzalez – At-Large Stakeholder

22 BHNC members present. Quorum met

c. Pledge of Allegiance led by President Juan Romero

d. President Juan Romero welcomed BHNC members and stakeholders present. 

e. Introductions were made by each member of the BHNC board.

f. President Juan Romero would like for BHNC to have more community involvement, to attend and show support for community events/functions in order to establish relationships and deliver quality service to the community.

1. President Juan Romero would like to have more community stakeholders attend and participate in the BHNC meetings. He will suggest having BHNC meetings rotate to every Quadrant in order for the community to have access. 

g.  President Juan Romero reported training attended by Executive BHNC members on July 23, 2008 offered by DONE. Training was to provide Neighborhood Councils with the duties and responsibilities. The do’s and don’ts, and the importance of involving community participation. He would like each member to be committed to their role and be pro active throughout their term. 
II. Reports 

BHNC has no business to report per the City Clerk. 

III. Business

a. President Juan Romero requested all BHNC members to provide the Secretary with their contact information in order to notify them of all BHNC business.

b. President Juan Romero suggested that a new logo be designed and selected for BHNC.

c. Treasurer Amanda Del-Pozo and Public Relations Officer Amanda Del-Pozo-Mara provided an update on the status of the BHNC website. The website should be up and operating by August and information will be updated on a regular basis.

d. Public Relations Officer Diana Del Pozo-Mara provided update on the BHNC server. The server currently operating is temporary. The permanent server should be operating by August and will be accessible to all BHNC members to upload contact information, meeting notices, minutes, and information on special events.  

IV. Public Comments

Jose Aguilar requested that Public Comment cards be available at meetings. 

Mr. Aguilar shared his concerns about the treatment given to the community as they attempted to enter the Town Hall meeting. Residents were denied access to the meeting and restrooms by the Councilmember’s Personnel and the LAPD. 

Edgar Enriquez Boyle Heights Dodger Coach is seeking support from the BHNC in order to purchase new uniforms and equipment as they prepare to participate in the Nevada Falls Tournament in Henderson, Nevada this coming Halloween Weekend. 


Juan Davila a parent of BH Dodgers shared their struggles as parents to fund the needs of the team as they begin to travel outside of Boyle Heights. 

Mr. Flores – member of Comite Esperanza and resident of Wyvernwood Apartments welcomed the new BHNC members and would like to seek their support regarding the proposed demolition and relocation of their community.

Terry Marquez – former BHNC member offered Congratulation to the newly elected BHNC Board. Shared her concerns with changing meeting locations. Requested the status on filling vacancies in Quadrant 3.

Victoria Torres – reported that a motion had been passed by the previous BHNC board to change the logo. The new logo entries will be taken from local schools.


Art Torres – former BHNC member, spoke on the Boyle Heights parade and the 

work it took him and the committee to have it started. Offered congratulations to newly elected BHNC Board. 

Rosalie Gurrola – former BHNC member supports the Boyle Heights parade and would like to support Boyle Heights parade and suggested that it continue to be an event where Veteran’s are honored. Offered congratulations and support to the newly elected BHNC Board. 

Mr. Jimenez representing White Memorial Church offered congratulations to the newly elected BHNC Board. Provided information on White Memorials Stop the Violence event scheduled for the ending of October. He expressed his concerns regarding the lack of response from BHNC regarding this event, he would like to outreach and involve all churches, business, CBO’s, and LAPD. More detailed information on the event will be given at next meeting.  

Eddie Boquilla – representing Cal-Hispanic Commission on Alcohol Drug Abuse provided information and flyers on their Summer Health Fair. Offered brief overview on the purpose and goal of their organization.

Rebecca Delgado – former BHNC Treasurer reported that the newly elected BNCC Board has 30 days to submit their budget for 2008-2009 to DONE. She has minutes that reflect motions that were approved and moved from previous BHNC board. Minutes also reflects information on the new logo and web site.

V. Board Member Comments

Jose Aguilar- Quadrant 1 Resident Representative shared his concerns regarding the BHNC meeting location. He would like the meetings to continue to be held at the Evergreen Sr. Center, due to parking availability.
President Juan Romero made announcement that BHNC office will be relocating due to the physical damage at Roybal Center from the recent earthquake. Possible location will be at the Aliso Pico Multipurpose Community Center.

Public Relations Officer Diana Del-Pozo Mara – reported the status of the Lawsuit involving the Vernon Power Plan. The lawsuit judgment was in favor of the community, which has put a freeze on the project. This was a joint effort with Quadrant 3, CD 14, and the office of the City Attorney.

Terry Cano – Quadrant 3 Resident Representative suggested that meetings start on time and work together in order to access the community needs. 

Manny Aldana – Quadrant 4 At-Large Stakeholder questioned the BHNC meeting location changes and what process was taken to change locations. Requested that Public Comment cards be available at meetings. 

Sal Martinez – Vice President encouraged attendance at National Night Out. Suggested that Quadrants promote special events. Suggested that Quadrants invited their SLO’s to their meetings to develop community relationships.

VI. Announcements

BHNC will host a booth at National Night Out and will be distributing free flash lights and t-shirts. 

Next BHNC General Meeting scheduled for August 27, 2008, location to be determined.

Installation Ceremony awaiting response from Councilmember Jose Huizar and or the Mayor’s office. 

Discuss the Miss Boyle Heights role and Boyle Heights Parade at the next General Board Meeting. 

VII. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:27 p.m.
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