Letter from Neighborhood Leaders About LA City’s Budget Crisis

City Council Members:

As the leaders of Los Angeles’ communities, businesses and neighborhoods, we are deeply concerned about the future of our parks, streets and public safety. City services are the foundation of functioning neighborhoods. Given the city’s current financial crisis we need to have a public discussion about the real cost of eliminating public services and how the city can save and collect new revenue. 

Why is the city considering slashing parks before collecting the $447 million in debts owed to the city? 

Why is the city proposing to eliminate animal control officers before they look closely at the expensive outside contracts for possible savings? 

Why does the city want to force businesses and residents to cut their own trees before they fully implement $2 billion in savings already agreed to by city workers?

Before the City Council cuts core services, we call on them to:

· Preserve services that support healthy neighborhoods, including prosecutors, neighborhood councils, community policing, street maintenance, tree-trimming, animal services

· Rein in expensive outside contracts that enrich companies but don’t invest in our communities

· Collect on $447 million owed to the city by deadbeat debtors

· Fully implement $2 billion in cost-savings proposed by city workers 

· Protect the city’s financial future through progressive means — not by sending more money to banks but by keeping families in their homes and on the job

